
Clinical Cases. 571

and at last leaves the pulse very small, slow, and hard, feeling like a
whipcord under the touch.

The fact also that digitalis lessens the frequency of respiration
may also be accounted for by the diminution in the volume and fre
quency of the supply of the blood to the nervous and respiratory
centres, and does not at all necessarily infer that digitalis exercises
any special influence, cither on the spinal cord or the medulla
oblongata.

Conclusions.

From the history of the foregoing cases it may be presumed,â€”
1. That digitalis is a valuable sedative in the treatment alike of

recent and chronic mania, and when those forms of disease are com
plicated with gciieral paresis and with epilepsy.

2. That the average dose of the tincture is from 533 to 5j, and
that this quantity may be certainly given for -several days with
impunity, and subsequentlyâ€”adjusted to the state of the pulseâ€”
may be advantageously used for many months.

a. That the indication by which the use of this drug is regulated
is the state of the pulse, any marked intermittence requiring its
immediate discontinuance.

4. That the weakness of the circulation is no indication against
its employment; on the contrary, experience shows that the most
enfeebled subjects bear its administration as well as the most
robust.

5. That when sickness and a tendency to syncope follows the use
of digitalis, without at the same time a corresponding abatement of
the excitement, a combination of the drug with chloric aether,
morphia, and hydrocyanic acid, in some such proportions as those
above given, often produce the desired results, which the digitalis
alone has failed to obtain.

PART II.â€”REVIEWS.

THE Editors, desirous not to interrupt the continuity of Dr.
fÃ-aslian's interesting Paper by dividing its publication, Juive been
compelled to defer a critical notice of Professor Parkes' great

work on Hygiene until the April number.




